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Net-Zero: Scientificcontext
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Carbonneutralityis achievedwhenthesameamountof CO2 is

emittedintotheatmosphereas is removedbydifferentroutes,

leavingazerobalance,alsocalledazerocarbonfootprint.

OntheroadtoNet-Zerois theonlypossiblewayto keeptheplanet's

temperatureincreasebelow1.5ºC.



ScientificContext

Objective: Reducing greenhouse gas emissions to as close 
to zero as possible.

In the absence of effective global governance, companies are 
voluntarily adopting climate neutrality strategies aligned with 
climate science, including the transitional use of Voluntary 
Carbon Markets. 

Å Reduce emissions within the value chain through technology 
in line with the 1.5°C trajectory.

Å Achieve net zero emissions by 2050.

Å Finance emission reductions and emissions outside the value 
chain through Voluntary Carbon Markets (beyond value chain 
mitigation, offsetting). 

Å Neutralize residual emissions through carbon sinks 
(removals).
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Politicalcontext
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Europeaimstobe 

a carbonneutral 

continentby2050. 

Spainaimstoachieve
climateneutralityby2050, 
and tohaveanelectricity

systembasedexclusivelyon
renewablegeneration.

Targets: 

55% emissionsreductionby2030  

Net-Zero emissionsby2050

Targets: 

23% emissionsreductionby2030  

Net-Zero emissionsby2050



Politicalcontext

2/9/2023
6

UK requireslistedcompaniesto

disclosetheirdecarbonization

and transitionplanstoNet-Zero 

2023. 

ObligationtopublishitsGHGreductiontargets(Scopes1,2and

3),thestepstoachievethesetargetsandthemainmilestones

towardsneutralityby2050.Externalverification.

New EU CSR Directive requiresin-

scopecompanies* topublishclimate

actioninformationalignedtoNet-Zero.

Obligationtodiscloseemissionreductiontargetsalignedwith

NetZero,plansforreductionmeasuresandbudgetallocated

toeachmeasure,offsettingandneutralizationactions.



Companiesand Net-Zero
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Companies(investors, funders, 

customers, consumers, 

employees, society) are 

expectedtocommitto

becomingNet-Zero by2050.
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Effortstocombatclimatechangehavefocusedprimarily

onaddressing55% ofglobal GHG emissionsthrough: 

ÅTransitioningtorenewableenergy

ÅEnergy efficiencymeasures

Ellen MacArthur Foundation+ Material Economics: Completingthe Picture: Howthe Circular 
EconomyTacklesClimateChange (2019)

Measures45% remaining

ImportanttomeetNet-Zero emissionsby2050 .

Circular Economyand Net-Zero
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